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Petition No. 09-101  
 
Meeting Date: December 8, 2009 
 
Property Location:   2443 Mount Vernon Road (LL 373) 
     Dunwoody, Georgia 30338 
 
Owner/Petitioner:   The Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory, SLD 


Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Atlanta, and/or his successors, ℅ George Barrie 


 
Request: City special land use permit to construct a 


columbarium and memory garden  
 
 
Vicinity Map 
 


 
                       
 
The site, All Saints Catholic Church, is located on the south side of Mount Vernon Road, just east 
of its intersection with Jett Ferry Road. The property is currently zoned R-100 (Single family 
residence district), and is surrounded to the west, south and east by single family residential uses 
likewise zoned R-100, and by office and retail & personal service uses to the northwest zoned O-I 
(Office-Institutional District) and NS (Neighborhood Shopping District), respectively.  The 
applicant’s request is to construct a columbarium and memory garden near the center of the lot, on 
the south side of the two primary structures on the site.  According to §2C-5(c)(3) of the city 
zoning ordinance, the applicant must secure a special land use permit prior to initiating the use. 
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Site Plan Analysis   
 
The lot on which the church sits totals 11.02 acres, or 480,031.2 square feet. The limit of 
disturbance for the project proposed, as well as the area for the new use upon completion, is 
located adjacent to the south side of the two existing structures, near the center of the lot, and 
comprises approximately 7,750 square feet. At its closest, the area will be located around 120 feet 
northeast of the nearest adjacent residential property. The work proposed is indicated to be a series 
of plazas & stone/masonry patios bordered by masonry walls and connected by pathways and small 
stairwells, set amongst new landscaping with benches, and a columbarium structure set into the 
focal wall in the middle of the project.  
 
Conditions of the Zoning Ordinance 
 
The land use criteria enumerated for consideration are found in Chapter 27, Article 2, §2C-5(c)3 of 
the Zoning Ordinance. They read as follows: 
 


Sec. 2C-5. Special Permits. The following uses and structures shall be authorized only by 
permits of the type indicated:  
 
(a) Special administrative permit from City Manager or his/her designee:  
 


(1) Home occupation involving no customer contact and no employee other than a 
person residing on the premises.  
 


(b) Special exception permit from the zoning board of appeals:  
 


(1) Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service.  
 


(c) Special land use permit from City Council:  
 


(1) Adult day care facility.  
(2) Amateur radio service antenna exceeding seventy (70) feet.  
(3) Cemetery, columbarium, or mausoleum.  
(4) Child day care facility.  
(5) Convent or monastery.  
(6) Home occupation involving any customer contact.  
(7) Home stay bed and breakfast residence.  
(8) Neighborhood recreation club.  
(9) Place of worship.  
(10) Private elementary, middle and high school.  
(11) Congregate personal care home if located on a campus of no less than twenty 
five (25) acres. 
 


Article 2, Section 5D-13 of the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance identifies the following 
criteria for evaluation that should be examined when determining the appropriateness of a variance: 
 


Sec. 5B-13. Special Land Use Permit; Criteria to be Applied. The following criteria 
shall be applied by the department of planning, the planning commission, and the City 
Council in evaluating and deciding any application for a special land use permit. No 
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application for a special land use permit shall be granted by the City Council unless 
satisfactory provisions and arrangements have been made concerning each of the following 
factors, all of which are applicable to each application:  
 
(a) Adequacy of the size of the site for the use contemplated and whether or not adequate 


land area is available for the proposed use including provision of all required yards, 
open space, off-street parking, and all other applicable requirements of the zoning 
district in which the use is proposed to be located;  


• 11.02 acres of land 
• Within undeveloped space surrounded by parking 
• Not located in any required yards or buffers 


 
(b) Compatibility of the proposed use with adjacent properties and land uses and with other 


properties and land uses in the district;  
• the columbarium is a usual and customary accessory function and use of a house of worship 
• houses of worship have been demonstrated to be well-situated in residential zoning districts 


 
(c) Adequacy of public services, public facilities, and utilities to serve the use contemplated;  


• Development does not propose to change facilities & utilities level of need for the church 
 
(d) Adequacy of the public street on which the use is proposed to be located and whether 


or not there is sufficient traffic-carrying capacity for the use proposed so as not to 
unduly increase traffic and create congestion in the area;  


• Development will not alter existing traffic flow off property onto public streets, as a memory 
garden nor for internment ceremonies, as memorial services already occur on this site 


 
(e) Whether or not existing land uses located along access routes to the site will be 


adversely affected by the character of the vehicles or the volume of traffic generated by 
the proposed use;  


• It is not anticipated that existing adjacent land uses will be adversely affected by this project, as 
memorial services already occur at the venue. 
 


(f) Ingress and egress to the subject property and to all proposed buildings, structures, and 
uses thereon, with particular reference to pedestrian and automotive safety and 
convenience, traffic flow and control, and access in the event of fire or other 
emergency;  


• It is not anticipated that existing conditions will require upgrades, as the use will not increase 
the intensity of the venue’s use to such a degree as to require upgrades. 


 
(g) Whether or not the proposed use will create adverse impacts upon any adjoining land 


use by reason of noise, smoke, odor, dust, or vibration generated by the proposed use;   
• Development will not create any adverse impacts through noise, smoke, odor, dust, or vibration 


 
(h) Whether or not the proposed use will create adverse impacts upon any adjoining land 


use by reason of the hours of operation of the proposed use;  
• Hours of operation of the church will not be affected by the addition of a columbarium 


 







 
 


City of Dunwoody Planning Commission – December 8, 2009 
 


Page 4 


(i) Whether or not the proposed use will create adverse impacts upon any adjoining land 
use by reason of the manner of operation of the proposed use.  


• The operation of the proposed use will not impact adjoining land, as ritual service will be 
performed on the interior of the property, and parking is available on the premises 


 
(j) Whether or not the proposed plan is otherwise consistent with the requirements of the 


zoning district classification in which the use is proposed to be located; 
• The proposed plan is allowed in R-100 by special land use permit, so it is consistent with the 


requirements of the zoning district  
 
(k) Whether or not the proposed use is consistent with the policies of the comprehensive 


plan;  
• The proposed development is consistent with the policies of the comprehensive plan 


 
(l) Whether or not the proposed plan provides for all required buffer zones and 


transitional buffer zones where required by the regulations of the district in which the 
use is proposed to be located;  


• The development will not affect any buffer zones required by its R-100 zoning classification 
 
(m) Whether or not there is adequate provision of refuse and service areas;  


• The pre-existing venue provides adequate provisions for refuse and service areas 
 
(n) Whether the length of time for which the special land use permit is granted should be 


limited in duration;  
• The length of time for which the special land use permit is granted should not be limited, as the 


church it serves is a permanent ministry 
 
(o) Whether or not the size, scale and massing of proposed buildings are appropriate in 


relation to the size of the subject property and in relation to the size, scale and massing 
of adjacent and nearby lots and buildings;  


• Proposed improvements are appropriate in relation to surrounding buildings 
 
(p) Whether the proposed plan will adversely affect historic buildings, sites, districts, or 


archaeological resources;  
• The proposed development will not adversely affect any surrounding structures or land 


 
(q) Whether the proposed use satisfies the requirements contained within the supplemental 


regulations for such special land use permit.  
• The proposed use satisfies conditions outlined in all applicable areas of regulations 


 
(r) Whether or not the proposed building as a result of its proposed height will create a 


negative shadow impact on any adjoining lot or building. 
• The proposed development is located on the interior of the lot, and they are limited in height, so 


the proposed height will not create a negative shadow on an adjoining lot or building 
 


Recommendation 
 


Staff recommends the application be approved. 
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Attachments 
 


• Application 
• Letter of justification & intent dated September 23 and received September 30 
• Site plan, entitled ‘Boundary and Topographic Survey of All Saints Church’, received by the 


Community Development Department 09/30/09 
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AGENDA 
 City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 


Tuesday, December 8, 2009 – 7:00 PM 


A. Call to Order / Roll Call 


41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody Georgia 30346 
 


 


 


 


B. Approval of the November 10, 2009 minutes 


C. Old Business 


1.   None 


D. New Business 


1. SLUP09-101: George Barrie, applicant, requests the following Special Land Use Permit: 
Pursuant to the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance §2C-5(c)(3), applicant George Barrie 
seeks permission on behalf of the Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory, SLD Archbishop of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta, and/or his successors to construct a 
columbarium and memory garden at All Saints Catholic Church, located at 2443 Mount 
Vernon Road, Dunwoody Georgia 30338. The tax parcel number is 18 373 02 002. 


E. Other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda 


1.   Citizen Comments 


F. Adjourn 
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City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 – 7:00 PM 


41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody GA 
 


 


Call to Order / Roll Call: 
The meeting was called to order.  All members were present (Bill Grossman arrived at 7:08 
p.m.). 
 
Approval of the October 13, 2009 Meeting Minutes:  
Paul Player motioned to approve the October 13, 2009 meeting minutes. Don Converse 
seconded. The motion was voted on and carried (6-0). 
 
Old Business:  None 
 


 
There was a vote to change the order of the agenda, with item D2 being addressed before item 
D1.  The vote carried unanimously (6-0). 
 


New Business: 


Discussion of text amendment to Chapter 27, Section 2C-3(b) ‘Personal care home, family’ 
and 2C-3(c) ‘Personal care home, registered’:  The Commission discussed the text amendment.  
Chairman Dallas opened for public comment.  City Council Member Robert Wittenstein; Bruce 
Lindemann of the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities; Stacey Harris, on behalf of 
the Dunwoody Homeowners Association, Inc.; and Jodi Wilson spoke against the proposed 
amendment.  Chairman Dallas closed public comment.  The Commission discussed the text 
amendment further, and Paul Player motioned for The Planning Commission to make no 
recommendation regarding this matter.  Bill Grossman seconded the motion.  The motion was 
voted on and passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
Discussion of multiple text amendments and revision to Chapter 21:  Sign Regulations:  The 
Commission discussed multiple text amendments and revision to Chapter 21, Sign Regulations.    
Chairman Dallas opened for public comment.  Bill Robinson and Stacey Harris spoke in favor of the 
proposed text amendments. Austin Kearney, Community Council Member, and Sherri O’Hallaran 
spoke against the proposed amendments.  Chairman Dallas closed public comment.  There was 
discussion among the Commission Members regarding this matter.  Bob Lundsten motioned to 
request the Mayor and City Council to draft legislation to address pole banners/temporary event 
signs.  Paul Player seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and passed unanimously (7-0).  
Bob Lundsten made a motion to request that the balance of the items presented regarding this 
matter be deferred to include input from more businesses (not just the PCID, but key retailers and 
restauranteurs).  Don Converse seconded the motion.  There was further discussion among the 
members of the Commission.  There was a vote on the motion, and the motion carried unanimously 
(7-0). 
 
Any other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda: There were no further items for 
discussion. 
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Citizen Comments:  None. 
 
Adjourn: 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.   





		UNew Business:



